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of the stories, repeated by chauffeurs of taxicabs and
hangers-on in cafes, were so malicious and fantastic that no
balanced person would believe them.
What had actually, occurred was that Paris had suffered
the worst newspaper hoax in current memory and the news-
papers were less to be blamed than popularly believed. A
cable was received late Monday afternoon (May loth) from
New York by a Franco-American bank and was relayed
to the American embassy. It stated that Nungesser and Coli
had landed in New York. From the embassy the news spread
unofficially but was taken up by a Parisian news agency as
official. Soon large headlines began to appear in tens of thou-
sands of extra editions in the streets. Paris read: "Nungesser
and Coli have triumphed," "Nungesser and Coli at New
York," "Nungesser and Coli have landed in New York
Harbor; the Atlantic is crossed." One extra edition gave
details as follows:
Nungesser and Coli after landing in the water remained
momentarily quiet in their plane as if insensible to the ac-
clamations which arose from ships surrounding them. Then
both arose in their seats and embraced one another. A motor
boat slid alongside the fuselage of the aeroplane and con-
ducted Nungesser and Coli to the wharf. An immense crowd
awaited them. Nungesser made no statement regarding the
voyage, simply saying that he was happy to have succeeded
and was anxious to sleep.
Little wonder that the boulevard crowds refused to credit
the blank bulletin boards outside newspaper offices* Little
wonder that War Minister Paul Painleve sat himself down
and dictated a cablegram of congratulations to the aviators
addressed to New York. Little wonder that Ambassador
Herrick sent Premier Aristide Briand a message congratu-
lating France and that Premier Briand notified President